
2025-2026 Concert Season

The Duke Symphony Orchestra

Harry Davidson, music director

        The Exaltation of Tragedy    

December 3, 2025		                7:30 pm	 Baldwin Auditorium

Overture to Manfred, Op. 115, (1848)				    Robert Schumann
									         (1810—1856)

Pavane pour une infante défunte, (1899; orch. 1910)		  Maurice Ravel
									         (1875—1937)

Danses sacrée et profane for Harp and Strings, (1904)		 Claude Debussy
									         (1862—1918)

Laura Byrne, harpist

Intermission

	
Symphony No. 4 in E Minor, Op. 98 (1884-5)					     Johannes Brahms
											             (1833—1897)
		  Allegro non troppo
		  Andante moderato
		  Allegro giocoso
		  Allegro energico e passionato

To give each audience member the opportunity to enjoy the performance fully, please silence all 
electronic devices. Flash photography, recording, food, and beverages are not permitted.



About the Guest Artist

Laura Smithburg Byrne received her Bachelor and Master of Music degrees from the Cleveland In-
stitute of Music where she studied with the renowned harpist Alice Chalifoux. Mrs. Byrne has taught at 
numerous colleges and universities and has been serving as faculty harpist at Duke University and UNC 
at Chapel Hill since 2005.

Laura Byrne performs throughout the area as a soloist, in chamber music with her Duke and UNC 
faculty colleagues, and as an orchestral harpist in professional orchestras. Mrs. Byrne has performed 
for the Joffrey Ballet, Pittsburgh Ballet, the Minnesota Orchestra, the Minnesota Opera, the Louisville 
Orchestra, NC Symphony, NC Opera, NC Ballet, NC Theatre, Master Chorale, and the Choral Society of 
Durham. Mrs. Byrne currently performs as Principal Harpist with the North Carolina Ballet and the 
Chamber Orchestra of the Triangle and more recently with Carolina Master Chorale in Myrtle Beach 
and the Hilton Head Symphony. She also freelances extensively and has performed with touring groups 
and popular entertainers such as Johhny Mathis, the Moody Blues, The Irish Tenors, and Bernadette Pe-
ters. Laura Byrne can be heard performing at Duke and UNC as well as on stages at DPAC, The Carolina 
Theatre, and the Martin Marietta Center for the Performing Arts. She has performed as a guest artist 
for Lyon & Healy’s Harp Music series Harptacular and at the American Harp Society’s Conferences and 
Summer Institute.

Mrs. Byrne has performed on numerous recordings including Arts over Aids by Aaron J. Kernis with 
members of the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra, “The Stephen Foster Story” with the Louisville Orches-
tra, and for the Clarion award winning documentary by Libby Larsen Leading from Bejing – Voices of 
Global Women. Additionally, Byrne performed and recorded with the Pro Cantores Orchestra in their 
live performance and recording of Brahms Ein Deutsches Requiem at Duke Chapel and performed and 
recorded NC Ballet’s Macbeth with the Chamber Music of the Triangle, filmed by UNC-TV. Mrs. Byrne 
has performed on local and national television and has published articles in Harp Column Magazine. 

About the Music Director

Harry Davidson is in his twenty-seventh season as Music Director and Conductor of the Duke Sym-
phony Orchestra and Professor of the Practice of Music at Duke University and his twentieth year as 
Music Director and Conductor of Opera at the Cleveland Institute of Music. He is also serving in his 5th 
year as Conductor of the Youth Symphony in the Duke University String School.

In July 2000, he made his major orchestra conducting debut, leading the National Symphony Orchestra 
in concert at the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C. Mr. Davidson has guest conducted orchestras in 
Austria, Finland and the U.S., including the Charlotte and Akron symphonies, as well as the Symphony 
and Chamber Orchestras of the Oberlin College Conservatory of Music, where he has held residencies 
on two occasions. He has held the positions of Associate Conductor of the Wichita Symphony Orchestra, 
Professor of Music and Director of Orchestras at Wichita State University, Conductor of the Cleveland 
Orchestra Youth Orchestra and Associate Professor of Music at the University of Akron. In the past, he 
has served as a cover conductor for the North Carolina Symphony and the Cleveland Orchestra.

Mr. Davidson was a finalist in the Detroit Symphony’s Antal Dorati Conducting Competition and the 
Hans Swarowsky Conducting Competition in Vienna.
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Orchestra Executive Committee 2025-2026

Co-Presidents — Hailey Kasney and Ava Meigs
Treasurer/Vice President — Jeffrey Broms

Secretary — Abraham Palmer
Publicity Co-Chairs — Grace Wang and Rachel Wu
Social Co-Chairs — Jack Jones and Ilana Mizrahi

Upcoming Concerts

Duke Symphony Orchestra
Wednesday, March 4, 2026 

7:30 pm — Baldwin Auditorium

“Death, be not proud”

Rachmaninoff: The Isle of the Dead, Op. 29, (1908);
Fauré: Élégie, for Cello and Orchestra, (1883) featuring Caroline Stinson, cellist;

Pärt: Cantus in Memorium Benjamin Britten, (1977);
Strauss: Tod und Verklärung (“Death and Transfiguration”), Op. 24, (1889)

Duke Symphony Orchestra
Wednesday, April 8, 2026 

7:30 pm — Baldwin Auditorium

Senior Night! 

Saint-Saens: Piano Concerto No. 2 in G minor, first movement, featuring our 
2025 Concerto Competition winner, Marina Varriano;

Bernstein: Overture to Candide, (1956);
Copland: “Billy the Kidd,” ballet suite, (1938)

For a complete listing of upcoming Duke Music events,

visit https://music.duke.edu

or scan the QR code below


