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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS by Provost Alec Gallimore 

Excerpt from Blue Ridge Frescos (1991, revised 1995)   Laurence Sherr (b. 1953)
 3. Tree Spirits       
 4. Shining Rock

Colin Fullerton, guitar

Excerpt from Four Songs for Mezzo and Piano (2019)    Jeremy Beck (b. 1960)
 4. When You Are Old  (W.B. Yeats)  
       

Page Stephens, mezzo soprano and David Heid, piano 

Phantasy for violin and piano, Op. 47 (1949)    Arnold Schoenberg (1874-1951)

Katharina Uhde, violin and R. Larry Todd, piano

Piano Quintet in E Minor (2023)      Nathaniel Maxwell (b. 2000)
 1. Sonata-Allegro 
     

Justine Shih, violin; Jaewon Jung, violin; Gabrielle Lee, viola; 
Jacob Egol, cello; Nathaniel Maxwell, piano

Taiwan Miniatures for String Octet (2017)     Chiayu Hsu (b. 1975)
 

Ciompi Quartet
Eric Pritchard, violin; Hsiao-mei Ku, violin; Jonathan Bagg, viola; Caroline Stinson, cello

Larkspur Quartet
Myles Bell, violin; Lewis Zhu, violin; Alicia Yang, viola; Jacob Egol, cello

Excerpt from Octet for Strings in E-Flat Major, Op. 20  Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
 4. Finale       

Students, Faculty, and Alumni from the Duke Chamber Music Program

INTERMISSION



REMARKS by Mimi O’Brien, Executive Director of the Mary Duke Biddle Foundation

PREMIERE OF THE BIDDLE CELEBRATION VIDEO by Rodrigo Dorfman

My Beloved                                                                                       Sidney Boquiren (b. 1970)

Look, Love (from Songs of the Earth and Heavens)                      Caroline Mallonee (b. 1975)

Gloria & Nunc Dimittis                                                                          Paul Leary (b. 1974)

Where You Go, I Will Go                                                                  Allan Friedman (b. 1976)

Duke University Chorale
Allan Friedman, Director

Earth from The Woman Astronaut (2015)     Penka Kouneva (b. 1967)

Eric Pritchard, violin

West Side Story, Selections for Orchestra    Leonard Bernstein (1918-1990)
 arranged by Jack Mason

Quintet from West Side Story      Bernstein 

Maria: Ivy Zhou; Anita: Page Stephens; Tony: Ted Federle; 
Bernardo: Grant Bryden; Riff: Devon Carter

Duke Symphony Orchestra 
Harry Davidson, Music Director and Conductor
Verena Mösenbichler-Bryant, Guest Conductor

Duke Opera Theater
David Heid, Director 

RECEPTION in the BIDDLE MUSIC BUILDING 

Selections from 16 Waltzes for Four Hands, Op. 39 Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)
 No. 8 in B flat Major
 No. 10 in G Major

Ieva Jokubaviciute and Vicky Yang, pianists

REVEAL OF THE BIDDLE CELEBRATION MURAL
 Natalie Robinson, artist

Dear Old Duke SING-ALONG



CONCERT TEXTS

When You Are Old 
   
When you are old and grey and full of sleep,
And nodding by the fire, take down this book,
And slowly read, and dream of the soft look
Your eyes had once, and of their shadows deep;

How many loved your moments of glad grace,
And loved your beauty with love false or true,
But one man loved the pilgrim soul in you,
And loved the sorrows of your changing face;

And bending down beside the glowing bars,
Murmur, a little sadly, how Love fled
And paced upon the mountains overhead
And hid his face amid a crowd of stars.

–William Butler Yeats

My Beloved

My beloved speaks and says to me:
Arise! Arise my love, my fair one! And come away!
For now the winter is past.
The rain is over and gone.
The flowers appear on the earth.
The time of singing has come!

–Song of Songs 2:10-12

Look, Love

Look, love, what envious streaks do lace the sev’ring clouds in yonder east.
Night’s candles are burnt out and jocund day stands tiptoe on the misty mountain tops.

–William Shakespeare (Romeo and Juliet)

Gloria & Nunc Dimittis   

Gloria Patri et Filio, et Spiritui Sancto       Glory to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
Sicut erat in Principio, et nunc, et semper, Amen.      As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, Amen.

Nunc dimittis servum tuum, Domine, secundum verbum tuum, in pace.  Quia viderunt oculi mei salutare tuum, 
Quod parasti ante facem omnium populorum, Lumen ad revelationem gentium, et gloriam plebes tuae Israel. 

Now let thy servant depart in peace, O Lord, according to thy word.  For my eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou 
hast prepared before the face of all peoples, a light as revelation to the Gentiles, and a glory of thy people Israel.

             –Luke 2:29-32
Where You Go, I Will Go 

Where’er you go, I will go.
Where you go, I will go.
Where’er you lodge, I will lodge.
Where you lodge, I’ll lodge.
Your people shall be my people and your God shall be my God.
Where’er you die, I will die.
Where’er you die, there I will be buried.
May the Lord humble me if aught but death parts me from you.
Amen.

–Ruth 1:16-17



COMPOSER BIOGRAPHIES

Laurence Sherr is Composer-in-Residence at Kennesaw State University. His compositions have been per-
formed on five continents and appear on European and American albums. His music “neatly captured moments 
of meditation, discovery and despair” (Prague Culture) and he communicates a “fascinating coloristic world” 
(Atlanta Journal-Constitution). Among his fellowships are those from the MacDowell Colony, Virginia Center 
for the Creative Arts, American Dance Festival, and Banff Festival of the Arts. His contributions are examined in 
several studies, including the treatise Laurence Sherr: Chamber Music for Flute. His awards include grants from 
the American Music Center, American Composers Forum, and Meet the Composer, and top prizes in the Delius 
Composition Contest and the Association for the Promotion of New Music competition. Dr. Sherr is recognized 
for his uniquely interconnected work on music related to the Holocaust, uniting his activities as composer of 
remembrance music, researcher, lecturer, event producer, author, and educator. He has presented this work in 
Europe, Australasia, Israel, Brazil, and the U.S. Displaying “lamenting and profound beauty,” and delivering a 
“powerful impact” (Fanfare), Sherr’s album – Fugitive Footsteps: Remembrance Music – was awarded a Global 
Music Awards Gold Medal. Through all this work, his purpose is to foster greater understanding and tolerance. 
https://ksuweb.kennesaw.edu/~lsherr/

American composer Jeremy Beck “knows the importance of embracing the past while also going his own way. 
… [In] Beck’s forceful and expressive sound world … the writing is concise in structure and generous in tonal lan-
guage, savouring both the dramatic and the poetic.” - Gramophone Magazine. A first-prize winner in the 2021 
The King’s Singers New Music Prize, Jeremy’s music has been performed by the American Composers Orchestra, 
New York City Opera, ETHEL, the Apollo Chorus of Chicago, Center for Contemporary Opera, Yale Opera, and 
the Louisville Orchestra, among others. Recordings of his orchestral, chamber, and vocal music are available on 
the Acis, Neuma, Innova, and Ablaze labels. Previously tenured at the University of Northern Iowa and California 
State University-Fullerton, Jeremy is now a practicing attorney, focused on trademark, copyright, entertain-
ment, and art law. Jeremy received his MA in music composition from Duke in 1989. www.BeckMusic.org

Chiayu Hsu is an active composer of contemporary concert music. She has been interested in deriving in-
spirations from different materials, such as poems, myths, and images. Particularly, however, it is the com-
bination of Chinese elements and western techniques that is a hallmark of her music. Her career has been 
burgeoning with a remarkable number of commissions. Born in Banciao, Taiwan, Chiayu is Associate Pro-
fessor of Composition at UW-Eau Claire. She has received her Bachelor of Music from the Curtis Institute of 
Music, Master’s degree and Artist Diploma from Yale School of Music, and Ph.D. from Duke University. She 
has been in different residencies in the United States and Europe, including Yaddo, Wildacres Retreat, the 
Camargo Foundation, and Dora Maar House. She has studied at the Banff Centre for the Arts, the Chamber 
Music Conference and Composers’ Forum of the East, the Atlantic Center for the Arts, Cabrillo Festival of 
Contemporary Music, the Aspen Music Festival, American Conservatory (Fontainebleau), and the Norfolk 
Chamber Music Festival. Her teachers have included Jennifer Higdon, Martin Bresnick, Roberto Sierra, 
Ezra Laderman, David Loeb, Anthony Kelley, Jeffrey Mumford, Donald Crockett, Jonathan Berger, Chris-
topher Rouse, Robert Beaser, Joseph Schwantner, Joan Tower, Marco Stroppa, Scott Lindroth, and Stephen 
Jaffe. Her recent projects include a solo organ work for the Curtis Institute’s centennial celebration, a viola 
concerto for Chippewa Fall Symphony Orchestra, and a piano concerto for Anna Shelest. While not compos-
ing, Chiayu enjoys reading, playing sports, watching movies, and spending time with friends.



Nathaniel Maxwell, a native of Everett, Pennsylvania, is a current master’s student in Piano Performance 
and Pedagogy at the University of Oklahoma. In 2023 he graduated from Duke University, where he re-
ceived a Bachelor of Science in Mathematics with a minor in Statistical Science as well as a Bachelor of 
Arts in Music. His musical background includes training in composition, trumpet, and conducting, and he 
received numerous awards at Duke for his musical accomplishments including the Henry Schumann Music 
Prize, the Julia Wilkinson Mueller Prize for Excellence in Music, and the Louis Sudler Prize for the Arts. 
Maxwell was recently a place winner in the 2023 Donna Turner Smith Piano Competition at the University 
of Oklahoma. He has performed with a variety of ensembles including the Duke Symphony Orchestra, the 
World Youth Wind Orchestra Project (WYWOP), and the University of Oklahoma Brass Choir. He currently 
serves as a piano instructor for the Fine Arts Conservatory at the Academy of Classical Christian Study in 
Oklahoma and works as an administrative assistant for WYWOP. His current and former teachers include 
JP Murphy, David Heid, Marvin Lamb, Verena Mösenbichler-Bryant, and Anthony Kelley.

Sidney Marquez Boquiren grew up in the Philippines and Saudi Arabia, spending most of his adult life 
in the United States. He collaborates with artists on various projects including Biblical illumination (folia 
ligni for Spark and Echo Arts); multimedia and multi-sensory art experience (The Gretel Project with Lau-
ren K. Alleyne, Catherine Chung, and Tomiko Jones); chamber opera (Independence Eve with Daniel Neer); 
dance (Young Dancemakers Choreographer + Composer Project); and poetry (Opera Omaha’s Poetry & Mu-
sic Project). He has received commissions from the German vocal quintet, amarcord; harpist, Tasha Smith 
Godinez; the contemporary ensemble, counter)induction; and Parhelion Trio. He is one of 32 artists in the 
international roster commissioned to compose new solo piano works for Yael Weiss’ 32 Bright Clouds. His 
compositions are often informed, influenced, and shaped by contemporary social justice issues, his Catholic 
faith, and his Philippine identity. As an artist, he is strongly drawn to the practice of collaboration: the ide-
ation, germination, development, creation, realization, performance, and celebration of art that arises out of 
working closely with others. A MacDowell Fellow, Sidney teaches courses in music theory and composition, 
and directs the Improvisation Ensemble at Adelphi University in Garden City (New York) where he has 
served as the Chair of the Department of Music and Co-Chair of the College of Arts and Sciences’ Diversity, 
Equity, Inclusion, and Belonging (CAS DEIB) Council. He sings with the Ignatian Schola as well as the choir 
of The Church of St. Francis Xavier in Manhattan, New York.

Caroline Mallonee is an award-winning composer and performer based in Buffalo, NY. Inspired by scien-
tific phenomena, visual art, and musical puzzles, Mallonee has been commissioned to write new pieces for 
prominent ensembles including the New York Philharmonic, the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra, Spektral 
Quartet, Firebird Ensemble, Present Music, Wet Ink Ensemble, Antares, PRISM Quartet, Ciompi Quartet, 
Ethos Percussion, and the Buffalo Chamber Players, for whom she serves as composer-in-residence. Mal-
lonee’s music has been programmed at venues in New York City including Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, 
Symphony Space, Merkin Hall, Bargemusic, Tenri Cultural Center, Town Hall, Roulette, and Tonic, as well 
as further afield at the Long Leaf Opera Festival (NC), Carlsbad Music Festival (CA), Bennington Chamber 
Music Conference (VT), Cambridge Music Festival (UK), Tokyo Opera City (Japan), the Corcoran Gallery 
(Washington, DC), Turner Ballroom (Milwaukee, WI)  and Jordan Hall (Boston, MA). She studied composi-
tion with Louis Andriessen at the Royal Conservatory of the Hague (Fulbright Fellowship, 2005), Scott Lin-
droth and Stephen Jaffe at Duke University (Ph.D. 2006), Joseph Schwantner and Evan Ziporyn at the Yale 
School of Music (M.M. 2000), and Bernard Rands and Mario Davidovsky at Harvard University (B.A. 1997).



Paul Leary is Associate Professor of Music in the School of Performing Arts at the Rochester Institute of 
Technology in Rochester, NY. After earning degrees in Music Composition at the University of Michigan 
and the Cleveland Institute of Music, Dr. Leary completed a PhD in Composition from Duke University in 
2012. His recent video project with CCP Games’ EVE Online has been viewed 350,000 times on youtube. 
His choral music has been performed widely and his electronic music has been featured at over forty con-
certs and festivals over the last few years including SEAMUS, The Florida State New Music Festival, the 
New York City Electro Acoustic Music Festival, The Electro Acoustic Barn Dance Festival, and Electronic 
Music Midwest. His musical interests connect several creative areas: musical composition, video produc-
tion/animation, instrument design and construction, software design, and performance. His recent EDM 
EP Artificially Intelligent is available on all streaming platforms. Paul’s works often include hand built 
instruments that bring kinetic motion to his electronic works through sensors. Recent works have included 
a nine-foot wooden pendulum and a bike wheel rig that utilize magnetometers and accelerometers. Paul’s 
other interests include cycling, woodworking, and arts and crafts. Paul builds midi controllers in his wood 
shop and plays the Shakuhachi flute.

Allan Friedman is proud to direct both the Duke Chorale and SONAM (Singers of New and Ancient 
Music). He also teaches a variety of courses in the Department of Music. Recently he was awarded Duke’s 
Alumni Distinguished Undergraduate Teaching Award for the 2023-24 Academic Year.  In addition to this 
teaching and conducting work, he serves as the Director of Music at Judea Reform Congregation. He is a 
proud alumnus of Duke University (T ’99) as a Music Major, including studies in South Africa with Lady-
smith Black Mambazo, a Masters in Music (Musicology) from UNC - Chapel Hill (2001), and a D.M.A. in 
Choral Conducting from Boston University (2005) with a dissertation on Russian Jewish Choral Music 
where he led several different choral ensembles. Allan is also an active music teacher and clinician in the 
Triangle, teaching music history courses for retirees, training young conductors at Duke, and leading choral 
clinics and workshops throughout the state. In addition to conducting and teaching, Allan is an accom-
plished composer and arranger, having enjoyed several successful performances of his choral compositions 
and arrangements, most notably his Holocaust cantata With Perfect Faith,  his choral cycle for women en-
titled The Nine Muses, and Miriam, Maryam, and Maria - a Refugee Song.

Film composer Penka Kouneva has scored the Netflix animated series Dragon Age: Absolution, the TV 
series Pandora, a NASA exhibit at the Kennedy Space Center, numerous feature films (the Oscar contender 
Aga, Sony Picture releases, independent projects) and video games (League of Legends, Prince of Per-
sia). The Grammy-winning soundtrack Women Warriors featured seven compositions by Penka. At Duke 
University, Penka studied with the celebrated orchestral composers Stephen Jaffe and Scott Lindroth and 
received the first-ever Ph.D. in composition (1997). As one of the Hollywood industry’s most accomplished 
women composers, Penka has mentored 100+ young composers, most recently via her private Masterclass 
in Soundtrack Analysis. Dozens of her former assistants and mentees have cultivated careers at the top 
level. Penka is a Sundance Composer Fellow, Duke University Distinguished Alumna and has received the 
Game Audio Network Guild Recognition Award. In 2019 Penka was commissioned and performed by the 
Los Angeles Philharmonic in the concert “America in Space” at the Hollywood Bowl celebrating the 50th 
anniversary of the Moon landing. Varese Sarabande soundtrack label (Universal Music) released Penka’s 
orchestral albums The Woman Astronaut (2015) and Rebirth of Id (2018) to great acclaim.



PERFORMER BIOGRAPHIES

Colin Fullerton is an award-winning guitarist from Winston-Salem, NC whose work as a classical soloist 
has taken him across the U.S. and Europe. Following the completion of his master’s at the University of 
Texas at Austin, he established himself as one of the leading young guitarists in NYC, collaborating exten-
sively across a variety of genres. Highlights have included solo recitals on the Plucked Horizons, Odeon, and 
Brooklyn Classical Guitar Society concert series, as well as solo and chamber appearances in a diversity of 
settings including Mezzrow, Theater for the New City, Merkin Hall, The Owl Music Parlor, Rockwood Hall, 
Spectrum, National Sawdust, and over 50 house concerts through the Groupmuse organization. A propo-
nent of contemporary music, he was a founding member of the “Blue Morpho” ensemble at his alma mater, 
Columbus State University, and he premiered and recorded multiple new chamber works during his time 
in New York. As a teacher, Colin operates a private studio and provides online guitar lessons to students 
around the globe, in addition to former positions held at the Music Conservatory of Westchester and the 
Diller-Quaile School of Music. After eight years in Brooklyn, Colin is delighted to return home and join the 
faculty at Duke University’s Department of Music.

David Heid comes to North Carolina after a successful career in New York City as a vocal coach and accom-
panist.  Also an arranger and conductor, he made his Lincoln Center debut in Alice Tully Hall in 1994.  In 
the summer of 1997, he made his first international appearance performing at both the Darling Harbor Con-
vention Center and the historic Towne Hall in Sydney Australia.  His coaching clients include past Grammy, 
Tony and MAC Awards winners. David is currently on the faculty at Duke University where he is the Di-
rector of Duke Opera Theater as well as serving on the piano faculty.  David has been privileged to serve as 
pianist for masterclasses given by legendary performers Renée Fleming, Yo-Yo Ma and Simon Estes.  As a 
clinician, he has taught classes at numerous schools including Mercyhurst University, SUNY Fredonia, UNC 
Pembroke and the Durham Music Teachers Association as well as serving as a judge for the National Opera 
Association Collegiate Scenes Competition.

Page Stephens is a mezzo soprano, voice teacher and arts administrator based in Austin, TX with a soft 
spot for new music. She is a founding member of VAMP, an all-female vocal quintet which champions music 
by women and living composers. VAMP’s debut album will be released in Spring 2025. Stephens has pre-
miered works by Reena Esmail, Matthew Lyons, Donald Grantham, Katherine Pukinskis, Dana Lyn, Russell 
Podgorsek, and others. She premiered the role of Eva Mozes Kor in Thomas B. Yee’s Holocaust remem-
brance opera, Eva and the Angel of Death, which is a finalist for a 2024 American Prize. Stephens maintains 
a robust performing career in a wide variety of genres. In the last decade, she has performed with Copland 
House, Voices of Change, River Oaks Chamber Orchestra, Austin Symphony Orchestra, line upon line per-
cussion, Sō Percussion, Texas Early Music Project, invoke string quartet, and many others. In addition to 
performing, Stephens is on the voice faculty at Austin Community College. She is the Assistant Director for 
Operations at the Butler School of Music at The University of Texas at Austin, where she also received her 
Master’s and D.M.A. degrees.



Katharina Uhde is an internationally acclaimed violinist-musicologist and artistic researcher and an au-
thority on Joseph Joachim. She holds a Doctorate of Musical Arts (DMA) degree from the University of 
Michigan (2009) and a PhD in Musicology from Duke University (2014). As a soloist, quartet and piano 
trio member, she has won first prizes in international competitions in Czech Republic and Germany. She 
has also won the 2004 Concerto Competition of the University of Michigan. She is an Associate Professor 
of Violin at Valparaiso University, IN (U.S.A) and Senior Lecturer at the University of Munich. As a solo-
ist, she has performed with orchestras in Europe, the U.S., Brazil and China. She has received grants and 
awards from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, the Richard Wagner and American Brahms Societies, the 
Fulbright Commission, and the Thyssen Foundation. She is the author of The Music of Joseph Joachim 
(Boydell & Brewer, 2018) and of two edited volumes, Joseph Joachim: Identities/Identitäten (Olms) and 
Unity in Variety (Oct. 2024). She has published a Bärenreiter edition and has written numerous articles, 
chapters, reviews, and encyclopedia articles related to Joseph Joachim and his circle, published by Nine-
teenth-Century Music Review, Oxford University Press, Cambridge University Press, The Musical Times, 
Brepols Publisher, and Music MPH Publisher.

R. Larry Todd is a Professor of Music at Duke University, where he has taught for several decades. A 
recipient of fellowships from the Guggenheim Foundation and National Humanities Center, he has pub-
lished extensively on the music of the Mendelssohns, as well as topics ranging from Obrecht to Haydn, 
Mozart, Beethoven, Robert and Clara Schumann, Liszt, Brahms, Amy Beach, Florence Price, and Webern. 
His 2003 biography, Mendelssohn: A Life in Music, was named best biography by the Association of Amer-
ican Publishers (the German translation, Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy: Sein Leben, seine Werke received 
a Deutscher Musikeditions Preis); his 2010 biography Fanny Hensel: The Other Mendelssohn was awarded 
the Nicholas Slonimsky Prize from ASCAP (a Chinese translation is in preparation). With Marc Moskovitz, 
he has co-authored Beethoven’s Cello: Five Revolutionary Sonatas and Their World (Boydell). As a pianist, 
Todd has recorded with Nancy Green the complete cello and piano works of Felix and Fanny Mendelssohn 
for JRI Recordings, and frequently performs with Katharina Uhde.

Since its founding in 1965 by the renowned Italian violinist Giorgio Ciompi, the Ciompi Quartet of Duke 
University has delighted audiences and impressed critics around the world. All its members are professors 
at Duke, where they teach instrumental lessons, coordinate and coach chamber music, and perform across 
campus in concert halls, libraries, dormitories, and classrooms. In a career that spans five continents and 
includes many hundreds of concerts, the Ciompi Quartet has developed a reputation for performances of 
real intelligence and musical sophistication, with a warm, unified sound that allows each player’s individual 
voice to emerge.

Established in 2022 at Duke University, the Larkspur Quartet is comprised of violinists Myles Bell and 
Lewis Zhu, violist Alicia Yang, and cellist Jacob Egol, and studies with members of the Ciompi Quartet. 
In its debut semester, Larkspur participated in the inaugural cohort of Duke’s Advanced Chamber Music 
program, through which they were sponsored by the Duke Arts Conservatory Exchange Program to study 
at the New England Conservatory with Nicholas Kitchen and Yeesun Kim of the Borromeo String Quartet. 
Since then, Larkspur has continued to perform in various venues both at Duke and around North Carolina’s 
Research Triangle, including NorthStar Church of the Arts as part of Ciompi Quartet Downtown Classics 
and for the Trinity College Board of Visitors. In addition, Larkspur’s members have frequently volunteered 
with Kidznotes, an after-school program at the Durham Public Schools that teaches music as a model for 
social change.



Justine Shih is a PhD student in Neuroscience supported by the National Science Foundation Graduate 
Research Fellowship. She graduated as valedictorian from the University of Chicago with a B.A. in Neuro-
science and a B.A. with Honors in Music, where she received the David L. Fulton Prize for Orchestral Excel-
lence and the Olga and Paul Menn Foundation Prize for Outstanding Thesis Composition. She has served 
as concertmaster of the Duke Symphony Orchestra, the PRISMA Festival Orchestra, and the Columbus 
Symphony Youth Orchestra, where she made her solo debut. She currently studies with Eric Pritchard.

Jaewon Jung studied Computer Science at Duke and is working full-time in Durham. He has been study-
ing violin since age 6. Jaewon has been playing chamber music since middle school and was active in the 
Duke chamber music program. He was also a member of Triangle Youth Philharmonic during high school 
and Duke Symphony Orchestra at Duke.

Gabrielle Lee  (Trinity Class of 2023) has played viola for twelve years and is immensely grateful to return 
to Duke to make music among dear friends. She now engages in medical research and volunteering in her 
home state, Oklahoma, and co-writes curricula for ZealCare, a Duke-tangential startup aiming to educate 
and support individuals as they navigate living with diverse chronic diseases. After her gap years come to an 
end, she plans to pursue medical school and ultimately serve marginalized communities. Music continues to 
shape her life, cultivating unexpected friendships and serving as a reminder to embrace the humanity in all.

Jacob Egol is currently pursuing a PhD in Molecular Genetics and Microbiology at Duke and was previous-
ly a Duke undergraduate, graduating magna cum laude in 2023 with Distinction in Music Performance and 
High Distinction in Biology. He studies cello with Caroline Stinson, is an active member of the Duke Sym-
phony Orchestra in which he has been principal cellist, and has been the cellist of various Duke chamber 
ensembles, most notably the Larkspur Quartet. His chamber ensembles have been invited to perform for 
the Board of Trustees and President of Duke University and for the Duke Endowment, as well as to join the 
Ciompi Quartet in concert. Jacob is a recipient of several Duke Music awards including the Ciompi Quartet 
Award in Chamber Music and the Duke Symphony Orchestra Conductor’s Award. In addition, as a recipient 
of Duke’s Benenson Award in the Arts, he has studied with Benjamin Karp at Brevard Music Center, where 
he was principal cellist of the Brevard Sinfonia.

Eric Pritchard has served as first violinist of the Ciompi Quartet of Duke University since 1995. Mr. 
Pritchard tours worldwide as a chamber musician and he has appeared as soloist with orchestras including 
the Boston Pops, Indianapolis Philharmonic, and Orchestra New England. As a member of the Alexander 
String Quartet, he was awarded First Prize at the London International String Quartet Competition and 
premiered works by Aaron Copland and Sir Peter Maxwell Davies. Pritchard’s chamber and solo recordings 
have been released on Naxos, MSR, Albany, and Toccata Classics. A graduate of Indiana University and the 
Juilliard School, he also is a certified teaching member of Alexander Technique International.



Verena Mösenbichler-Bryant is Chair of the Department of Music and Professor of the Practice at Duke 
University, where she directs the Duke University Wind Symphony and serves as Artistic Director and Con-
ductor of the Durham Medical Orchestra. She is also the Associate Artistic Director of the Mid EUROPE fes-
tival and Executive Director of the World Youth and Adult Wind Orchestra Projects in Schladming, Austria.
Originally from Eberschwang, Austria, Verena began piano lessons at six and expanded her studies to organ, 
flute, and bassoon. She made her conducting debut at 16 and later studied with Johann Mösenbichler and 
Ingo Ingensand. Verena earned her DMA in Wind Ensemble Conducting from The University of Texas at 
Austin. Her acclaimed transcriptions include John Corigliano’s Mr. Tambourine Man and Eric Whitacre’s 
Sing Gently and Goodnight Moon. Additionally, she directs the Schwäbisches Jugendblasorchester and Eif-
elphilharmonie in Germany and frequently guest conducts internationally. Verena divides her time between 
Austria and Durham, NC, where she lives with her husband, composer Steven Bryant, and their daughter.

Harry Davidson is in his twenty-sixth season as Music Director and Conductor of the Duke Symphony 
Orchestra and Professor of the Practice of Music at Duke University. In spring 2007, he was named Music 
Director and Conductor of Opera at the Cleveland Institute of Music, where he conducts one opera produc-
tion each semester while continuing in his role as Music Director of the DSO. In July 2000, he made his ma-
jor orchestra conducting debut, leading the National Symphony Orchestra in concert at the Kennedy Center 
in Washington, D.C. Mr. Davidson has guest conducted orchestras in Austria, Finland, and the U.S., includ-
ing the Charlotte and Akron symphonies, as well as the Symphony and Chamber Orchestras of the Oberlin 
College Conservatory of Music, where he has held residencies on two occasions. He has held the positions of 
Associate Conductor of the Wichita Symphony Orchestra, Professor of Music and Director of Orchestras at 
Wichita State University, Conductor of the Cleveland Orchestra Youth Orchestra, and Associate Professor 
of Music at the University of Akron. In the past, he has served as a cover conductor for the North Carolina 
Symphony and the Cleveland Orchestra. Mr. Davidson was a finalist in the Detroit Symphony’s Antal Dorati 
Conducting Competition and the Hans Swarowsky Conducting Competition in Vienna.

“Sparkling high soprano” (Opera News) Ivy Zhou performs with opera companies across the country and 
is active in the Seattle area as a church singer and voice instructor. Most recently, Ms. Zhou debuted with 
Eugene Opera singing Gretel in Hansel and Gretel and Rosalinda in the Fledermaus Fling gala. In 2023-
24, she toured WA state with Seattle Opera’s children’s production, Monkey and Francine in the City of 
Tigers. The 2022-23 season saw her as Mrs. Lee in Tacoma Opera’s world premiere Tacoma Method, Ming 
in Stuck Elevator at Nashville Opera, Fraulein Silberklang in Opera Bend’s The Impresario, and Tisbe in 
Opera Columbus’ La Cenerentola. A lover of choral singing, Ms. Zhou is a staff singer at Epiphany Parish of 
Seattle. She also serves as voice instructor at two of Seattle’s premiere schools, Roosevelt High School and 
Lakeside School.

Praised as a gifted comic actor as well as a wonderful singer (CVNC) with a golden-tone and dreamy legato 
(The Chautauquan Daily), lyric baritone/baritenor Ted Federle is a dynamic artist who brings to life the 
drama of everything he sings. Mr. Federle has sung with the NC Symphony, NC Opera, Choral Society of 
Durham, Duke Symphony Orchestra, Cincinnati Opera, Nashville Opera, Opera Colorado, Piedmont Opera, 
Opera Saratoga, St. Petersburg Opera, Pensacola Opera, Mobile Opera, and Chautauqua Opera. Equally at 
home with musical theater, Mr. Federle was in the workshop cast of Paris Through The Window, a new 
original musical about the life of poet Alan Seeger. Mr. Federle has received awards from the Gerda Lissner 
International Vocal Competition and Anna Sosenko Assist Trust and performed internationally at La Bib-
lioteca National de Chile in Santiago. He is a graduate of the AJ Fletcher Opera Institute at the UNCSA and 
has been a member of the Voice faculty at Duke University since 2017.



Grant Bryden is currently a senior at Duke University majoring in Neuroscience and minoring in Music 
and Chemistry. Grant has been in the Duke Opera Theatre program for six semesters and has been taking 
voice lessons with Professor Ted Federle for seven semesters. This year, Grant is also president of his a cap-
pella group “Speak of the Devil” and is president of the Duke A Cappella Council.  He recently sang the title 
role of Figaro in a performance of the Act II Finale from the Marriage of Figaro and the Water Gnome in 
the opening of Rusalka.  In the fall of 2023, Grant sang three Fauré songs as part of the Music Department’s 
Biddle Fountain Concert Series. He would like to thank both David Heid and Ted Federle for all of their 
guidance and mentorship throughout his time at Duke.

Devon Carter is a sixth-year Ph.D. candidate in Musicology who studies the history of the voice. At Duke, 
Devon studies voice with Ted Federle and previously studied with Susan Dunn; he has performed with Duke 
Opera Theater and Meredith College’s White Iris Light Opera. He was formerly a singer, stage director, 
board member, and executive producer with Brown Opera Productions. Devon is a member of the Duke 
University Scholars Program and President emeritus of the Music Graduate Student Association. Prior to 
coming to Duke, Devon studied music and comparative literature at Brown University as an undergraduate.

The Duke University Chorale, the primary choral group of the Department of Music at Duke, is com-
posed of 55 singers. The Chorale sings sacred and secular music from a variety of eras and traditions in con-
certs throughout the year, including a Family Weekend Concert, Holiday Concert in Duke Chapel, a benefit 
concert for a Durham charity, and a Spring Concert with orchestra. Because of its strong ties to the universi-
ty and community, the Chorale sings not only on campus, in formal concerts as well as occasional university 
events, but also in less formal settings like the Ronald McDonald House, non-profit organizations, and area 
nursing homes. Their family-style Christmas program fills Duke Chapel every year with audience members 
of all ages, who bring large amounts of food for area homeless shelters and books for underserved readers.

Duke Opera Theater presents staged chamber operas, operatic scenes and concerts across the Duke 
Campus. The ensemble primarily performs operatic literature ranging from Mozart through contemporary 
operas written by living composers. In addition to traditional operatic repertoire, the group has presented 
cabaret shows featuring music from the Great American Songbook and recently, a concert of classical mu-
sical theater and operetta accompanied by a string ensemble. The group has also collaborated with other 
Duke Music ensembles including the Duke Jazz Ensemble, the Duke Chorale, and with the Duke Wind 
Symphony this coming November. Many Opera Theater alumni have gone on to pursue careers in music, 
teaching and performing in the U.S. and around the world.

The Duke Symphony Orchestra, directed by Harry Davidson, numbers some 80-100 players and draws 
its membership almost entirely from the student body. The Duke Symphony Orchestra, open to all members 
of the University community by audition, performs orchestral repertoire of the 18th through 20th centu-
ries. Since the spring of 2004, the DSO has made memorable, annual trips to Beaufort, South Carolina, 
to play benefit concerts for the Duke-affiliated Keyserling Cancer Center, raising a combined total of over 
$250,000. The Pops Concert on the East Campus Quad is a beloved Labor Day Weekend tradition that is 
entirely planned and carried out by the student-run Orchestra Committee. Each year the Symphony’s pro-
grams are centered around an overall theme, which may be a specific composer and his influences, a musical 
genre such as opera, or a group of interrelated composers.



FILMMAKER AND MURAL ARTIST BIOS

Rodrigo Dorfman is a North Carolina-based award-winning writer, multimedia producer, and filmmak-
er, who has worked with ITVS, POV, HBO, Salma Hayek’s Ventanazul and the BBC among others. His films 
have been screened at some of the top international film festivals in the world (Toronto, Full Frame, Edin-
burgh, Telluride, Human Rights Watch). With his father he won the best screenplay award from the Writer’s 
Guild of Great Britain for “Prisoners in Time” (1997). His short “One Night in Kernersville ‘’ won the Jury 
Award for best short at Full Frame (2011). His documentaries “Fiesta! Quiceañera” (2018) and “Quaran-
teened” have been broadcast on PBS stations nationwide on REEL SOUTH. His work has been exhibited at 
the Levine Museum of the New South, at the Atlanta History Center, the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute, 
the MAK in Los Angeles, and SECCA in Winston Salem. For the past 20 years, Rodrigo Dorfman has been 
documenting the emerging Latino community in North Carolina through a series of hybrid educational/
neo-realist films, “Angelica’s Dreams” and “Roberto’s Dreams,” and “VIVA LA COOPERATIVA,” a feature 
documentary on the history of the first Latino Credit Union. His documentary “This Taco Truck Kills Fas-
cists” (2018) won Best Louisiana Feature Award at the New Orleans Film Festival. His latest feature, “Bulls 
and Saints,” will be broadcast on PBS nationwide this Fall. His memoir, Generation Exile, was published 
by Arte Publico Press in May 2023, and his multimedia exhibit, “Aztecas and Cowboys,” will premiered 
last year at the Cameron Art Museum in Wilmington, North Carolina. He is developing “The Making of the 
Nuevo South,” a TV Series on the immigrant Latino experience in the South, “The Dream of the Bear” on the 
cross-border intersectionality of the revival of Native American Bear Dancing, and “The Disobedient One,” 
a coming of age feature about cross-border bull riders and Norteños. Rodrigo Dorfman is also a playwright, 
film critic, essayist, multimedia journalist, and ethnographer.

Natalie Robinson is a North Carolina-based interdisciplinary artist and muralist with a degree in Graph-
ic Design from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro. She has been commissioned by prominent 
brands including Amazon, Nike, Champion, Duke University, and the ACC Men’s Basketball Tournament. 
Additionally, she has completed numerous projects for both commercial and residential clients nationwide.
Robinson’s talent has also led her to participate in mural festivals and residencies, where her work has been 
showcased in New York City, Miami, and Buenos Aires, Argentina. Her vibrant and playful designs serve 
as a reminder and inspiration to connect with our inner child. With her playful designs and vivid artwork, 
Robinson aspires to make the world a brighter and more joyful place. Albert Einstein noted, “Creativity is 
contagious, pass it on.”  Her motto is “Create, Inspire, Repeat.”  It is her hope that, through her craft, she is 
able to awaken and encourage the artist that resides in each of us. As an artist, it is her goal to inspire the 
future generations of artists to embrace their child-like selves and to go out and create their own world by 
making their own opportunities. This will excite others to dive in deep and explore their own minds, hold 
on to their creativity and be who they really are. She believes that as artists we should be creative and that 
is simply through just the act of creating. It’s finding new ways to see the world and exploring the ways in 
which life itself imitates art.  The time to engage is always now. She is a free spirit and believe in spontaneity 
as a driving force for creativity.  In addition to pursuing a career as a professional artist, she enjoys listening 
to TED Talks, thrifting, soaking up the sunshine, and indulging in chocolate-covered pretzels.  And in the 
words of Dr. Seuss, “I like nonsense, it wakes up the brain cells.”



ENSEMBLES

STUDENTS, FACULTY, AND ALUMNI FROM THE DUKE CHAMBER MUSIC PROGRAM

Violin 1 
Eric Pritchard
Richard Zhu (2009)
Zoey Kang (2019, 2021)
Charlie Todd (2021)
Leah Aronin (2004)
Anna Goodman (1988)
Justine Shih (2028)
John Yoo (2005)
Calvin Chen (2027)
Victoria Feng (2027)
Hannah Lee (2025)

Violin 2       
Myles Bell (2025)
Annalise Bracher (2021)
Amanda Hedgecock Tillemann   
     (2018)
Kelsey Weir Johnson     
     (2002, 2005)
Charlotte Roh (2020, 2022)
Elisa Ma (2025)
Leah Nickelsburg (2025)
Amy Xu (2027)
Josh Lin (2027)
Elizabeth Kim (2025)

Violin 3       
Hsiao-mei Ku
Joel Ang (1992)
Laura Burian (1991) 
Belinda Yu (2001)
Melody Lin (2017)
Suqi Hung (2016)
Giant Lin (2004)
Joie Jamison (2023)
Cynthia Ma (2026)
Thulsy Krishnan (2026)

Violin 4    
Lewis Zhu (2005)
Suxiao Yang (2009)
Sean Choi (2014)
Meghna Datta (2023)
Joyce Kung (2002) 
Christopher Bruce (2002)
Matthew Grove (1998) 
Michael Lin (2016)
Sophie Xu (2027)
Margaux Kreitman

Viola 1
Jonathan Bagg
Sophia Urbom (2025)
Gabrielle Lee (2023)
Nima Mohammadi (2020)

Viola 2
Alicia Yang (2025)
Alexander Du (2024) 
Jaewon Jung (2024)
Lynn Hooker (1990) 

Cello I
Jacob Egol (2023, 2031)
Lauren Simmons (2023)
Michelle Lou  (2018)
Sivan Nemirof  (2027)
Courtney Hedgecock (2025)

Cello 2
Caroline Stinson
Rosemary Buhrman (2025)
Ken Stewart (2016)
Dane Kim (2018)
Holly Kim (2021)

CHORALE

Sopranos

Anna Brusoe 
Pei-Chun Chiang
Jaida Ciampi
Catheryne Cunningham 
Lilly Gessner 
Alicia Gordon 
Zaina Khan 
Victoria Ko 
Berna Kotehne 
Kemi Lawao
Hannah Grace Moffit 
Samantha Phelps 
Abigail Pickens 
Evangeline Rajakumar 
Cassidy Rose 
Sophia Solomon 
Audra Whithaus

Altos

Aditi Avinash
Noa Bremen
Katie Broun
Anna Cambron
Angie Claveria
Alina Deng
Kelly Gallagher
Prisha Gupta
Natasha Harris
Sai Kurup
Jodi Lampley
Ronja Mokranova
Lauren Relaford
Jen Ren
Lauren Sar
Krystal Wang 

Tenors

Connor Biswell 
Seojun Cho 
Ahilan Eraniyan  
Thomas Hicks    
Aruna Menon    
Aaron Ng    
Nicholas Sangvai
Jay Warrier
Ray Wu
Diego Zalles

Basses

Misha Aganin 
Eric Bentley
Barron Brothers 
Terry Gershman    
Spencer George
Justin Htay
Nate Jones
Aaron Koh
Curran Littel-Jensen       
Shumo Wang    

Mary Hamilton,
Accompanist



DUKE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Violin I
Lewis Zhu
Justine Shih
            Concertmasters
Myles Bell
            Associate Concertmaster
Nicholas Brady
Alex Chao
Calvin Chen
Pamela Davidson
Cynthia Ding
Frances Hayward
Sierra Healy
Hannah Lee
Hyunjin Lee
Claire Li
Katherine Li
Bernard Liang
Anric Ngan
Alayna Shu
Ben Underwood
Grace Wang
Selena Xiao
John Yoo
Anthony Zhao

Violin II
Leah Nickelsburg
            Principal
Plato Deliyannis
            Assistant Principal
Dhanya Balasuramanian
Yihan Chen
Guo Cheng 
Eliabeth Fein
Priya Ghanta
Leo Goldberg
Riley Hamp
Natalia Harnisch
Faith Hochman
Jack Jones
Yasmine Kwon
Matthew Lee
Yiwei Mao
Ikpomwonsa Osaghae
Andrea Owusu
Katherine Rampel
Monet Shum
Ngoc Tran

Violin II (cont.)
Alec Vazquez-Kanhere
Juliette Workman
Julia Zheng
Yuruo Zheng

Viola
Sophia Urbom
            Principal
Hailey Kasney
            Assistant Principal
Alexander Du
            Associate Principal
Jeremy Aguilar
Caroline Felker
Caroline McSwain
Ava Meigs
Chelsea Nguyen 
Kenneth Rogerson
Kavin Shanmugam
Emma Smith
Rohil Watwe
Rachel Wu

Violoncello
Rosemary Buhrman                                                    
            Principal                                                          
Lucas Taiki Sasaya
            Assistant Principal                                           
Roger Chen
Albert Choi  
John Critelli
Jacob Egol                                                                                                                                   
Ivy Geng
Tymon Hendershott                                                    
Caroline Huang                                                                
Andy Jiang                                                                          
Erin O’Kane                                         
Zehavi Rodriguez                                                        
Jeff Rossman
Joshua Sadun
Matthew Saltify                                                          
Mayur Sehar  
Ella Smullen      
Haizau Song                                                          
Cassidy Thompson
Raechel Wu                                                             
David Yao 
Emily Zhao           

Bass
William Anderson
Jeffrey Broms
Ariel Kimberley
Dav King

Flute
Grant Peng
            Principal
Clara Henne
Julia Zheng

Oboe
Noella Barron
Carlos Montes
Edward Song

Clarinet
Jennifer Lee
Alan Wang

Horn
Andrew Kelbley
Carrie Li
Ilana Mizrahi
Thomas Shaffer
 Xudong Zhuang

Trumpet
Bruce Klitzman
Kyle Prokopio
Kathy Silbiger

Trombone
Abraham Palmer
Gianna Rodriguez
Jonathan Torres

Tuba
Matthew Lyons

Timpani
Ray Bao

Keyboard
Vicky Yang

Harp
Melody Tzang

          Duke University Wind Symphony guests
     Satya Yalamanchi, euphonium
     Jocelyn Reyes, clarinet
     Eric Daniels, trumpet 
     Tyler Sheu, percussion
     Ismael Alvarez, percussion 
     Lucy Magnolia Armstrong, percussion
     Allen Feng, percussion



Thank you for joining us this evening. Your support of music at Duke is so appreciated. 
We invite you to consider making a gift to help our program and community continue to flourish over 

the next 50 years of Biddle.
 

To contribute directly to the Department of Music’s most immediate needs, please scan the QR code 
below and search “Music Department Discretionary Fund.”

 
For more information, or to explore further ways your support can help the music department thrive, 

please contact Joanna Murdoch, Development Program Director for the Arts & Humanities: 
joanna.murdoch@duke.edu.

 
Thank you for your continued support and dedication to the arts!

Special Thanks

The Mary Duke Biddle Foundation
Provost Alec Gallimore

Eric Pritchard, Director of Performance
Lily el Naccash

Rodrigo Dorfman
Natalie Robinson

Brooks Frederickson
Alumni and All Performers

Rick Nelson 
Colin Booy

Gretchen Hoag
Brandi Melvin-Scammell

Dyllan Wrenn
Gloria Biddings
William White


